
 
7 NIGHT EASTERN MED DANCE CRUISE 

BALLROOM, LATIN & SWING DANCE CRUISE 
October 14 - October 21, 2023 – Athens to Barcelona 

Enchanted Princess 
 

PORTS OF CALL 
ATHENS, GREECE 
Ship Departs Saturday, October 14, 2023 at 7:00 pm) 
 

  
 

  
 
Athens is the capital of Greece, located in the Attica region and is also the administrative center of it. You can 
divide Athens into seven different city districts. More than 4 million inhabitants live in Athen’s city. The name 
Athens is derived from the name of the Greek goddess Athena. Athens was already an important place in 
ancient times. The city is unique because it was the first democracy. The Greek citizens were allowed to 
participate in politics. In Athens, several wars were fought against the Persians. Because of this, many of the 
well-known buildings and monuments have partly been destroyed. Athens is also known as a city that produced 
many philosophers, such as Plato, Aristotle and Socrates. As a result, Athens became an important center for 
culture, art and philosophy. 
 
Athens is full of ancient monuments, temples, ruins and churches. For lovers of ancient Greece, this city is a 
paradise. You really have to see the Acropolis. This hill in the middle of Athens has some of the most important 
archaeological monuments. Throughout the city, however, you will find remains of temples and other 
monuments. Many of these are dedicated to the ancient Greek gods.  The center of Athens is quite large and 



contains several neighborhoods. Because of the hilly area everything can therefore be difficult to walk. 
Fortunately, you can move around the city by public transport or taxis. 
 
Athens also has plenty of museums. The Acropolis museum and the National Archaeological Museum are 
perhaps the best known. The National Archaeological Museum, for example, has the largest collection of 
ancient Greek art in the entire country. Furthermore, Athens has many more larger and smaller museums that 
are specialized in a type of art or an era of history. Athens is also a pleasant city with several squares such as 
Monastiráki Square where you will also find a large shopping street. So, there is something for everyone to 
experience in Athens. 
 
Cruise Ship Dock 
If docking in Piraeus, this is one mile from the center of Piraeus and 8 miles from Athens.  Restaurants, bars and 
cafés are in walking distance from Piraeus port. 
 
Things to Do 
Acropolis: The most important ancient sight in the Western world, where Athenians built their architectural 
masterpiece, the Parthenon. 
 
Acropolis Museum: Glassy modern temple for ancient art. 
 
Ancient Agora Social and Commercial Center: A well-preserved temple and an intimate museum. 
 
National Archaeological Museum: World's best collection of ancient Greek art, displayed chronologically from 
7000 BC to AD 500. 
 
"Acropolis Loop": Traffic-free pedestrian walkways ringing the Acropolis with vendors, cafés, and special 
events. 
 
Anafiotika Delightful: Village-like neighborhood draped across the hillside north of the Acropolis. 
 
Temple of Olympian Zeus: Remains of the largest temple in ancient Greece. 
 
Psyrri: Vibrant nightlife neighborhood near the center, great for eating, exploring, and escaping other tourists. 
 
Benaki Museum of Greek History and Culture: Exquisite collection of artifacts from the ancient, Byzantine, 
Ottoman, and modern eras. 

Museum of Cycladic Art: World's largest compilation of Cycladic art, which looks surprisingly modern even 
though it's 4,000 years old. 

Byzantine and Christian Museum: Fascinating look at the Byzantines, who borrowed from ancient Greece and 
Rome, then put their own stamp on a flourishing culture. 

Mars Hill: Historic spot — with a classic view of the Acropolis — where the Apostle Paul preached to the 
Athenians. 

Thissio: Good neighborhood for food and drink, often accompanied by fine views of the Acropolis. 

Gazi: Former industrial zone, now the colorful and kinetic heart of Athens' gay community. 

Roman Forum and Tower of the Winds: Ancient Roman marketplace with wondrously intact tower. 



Museum of Greek Popular: Instruments Musical instruments from the 18th century to today. 

Syntagma Square: Famous public space with a popular changing-of-the-guard ceremony. 

Ermou Street: Pleasant traffic-free pedestrian street brimming with international chain stores and fun people-
watching. 

Church of Kapnikarea: Small 11th-century Byzantine church with symbols of Greek Orthodox faith. 

Church of Agios Eleftherios: Tiny Byzantine church decorated with a millennia of Christian bric-a-brac. 

Panathenaic (a.k.a. "Olympic"): Stadium Gleaming marble stadium restored to its second-century AD condition. 

Central Market: A fun and aromatic sensory adventure, with a mind-boggling assortment of food and local 
color. 

Museum of the City of Athens: Exhibits about Athenian history, housed in a former royal residence. 

Day Trips from Athens 
When you stay a little longer in the capital of Greece, it can be interesting to make a day trip in the area. For 
example, visit Delphi, the Temple of Poseidon or take a boat trip to the Saronic islands of Hydra, Poros or 
Aegina. 
 
Transportation 
There are free shuttles if you dock further away that will drop you off at the main cruise terminal buildings.  
There may be cruise shuttles to Athens for around 18 Euros.  Athens Hop On Hop Off Tour stars at about 200 
meters from the cruise terminal building (lower level).  There is also a little tourist train here, but only travels 
through Piraeus.   
 
Fortunately, you can move around the city by public transport or taxis. The most used form of public transport 
is the metro. In addition, you can also use the tram, train or bus in the Athens area. In addition, public transport 
is also fairly cheap. You can buy a single ticket or buy a day or week ticket. This gives you unlimited use of 
public transport. This is ideal if you want to see a lot of the city in a short time. Metro and bus stations are close 
by to many of the well-known Athens sights. 
 
There is bus service from the cruise terminal to Acropolis and Syntagma, which typically operates from 7:00 am 
to 9:30 pm every 30 minutes daily.  There is also a public bus with a day pass. 
 
It is a 20-30 minute walk to the Metro, where you can take Line1 to the center of Athens (often faster that taxis).  
Metro and bus stations are close by to many of the well-known Athen’s sights. 
 
Taxis are generally available at the pier, negotiate pricing. 
 
Shopping 
Upscale shopping is found in the Kolonaki and Monastirake districts in Athens.  LaLaounis and Zolotas are well 
known for exquisitely designed jewelry.  In Piraeaus, near the port, you can find a variety of souvenir items.  
There are well priced tax-free shops in the Terminal behind customs, with competitive liquor prices and even 
better prices on tobacco products. 
 
National Language 
Greek 
 



Currency Accepted  Euro (EUR) 
Credit cards are widely accepted.   
 
Temperatures 
Averages in October High 74, low 60 
 
Some Websites: 
 
https://www.thisisathens.org/  
https://www.athensguide.com/top-10/  
https://www.viator.com/   
https://www.getyourguide.com  
 
Self-guided Walking Tours: 
https://www.gpsmycity.com/gps-tour-guides/athens-496.html 
 
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwis-
fT0v737AhWkJn0KHWhEAiIQFnoECC4QAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fpodcasts.ricksteves.com%2Fpdfs%2Fat
hens_citywalk_map.pdf&usg=AOvVaw1eIx_pjVWtdKhY5RFVAsIO  
 
https://madhattersnyc.com/blog/walking-tour-plaka-neighborhood-athens-greece  
 
https://greeklandscapes.com/self-guided-walking-tours-of-athens-historic-center/ 
  



SANTORINI, GREECE 
Sunday, October 15, 2023 arrives 7:00 am, Departs 7:00 pm 
Must be on board by 6:00 pm 
 

  
 
Did the catastrophic volcanic eruption that ravaged Santorini circa 1600 B.C. destroy Crete's ancient Minoan 
civilization - and give birth to the myth of Atlantis? In 1967, archaeologists on Santorini unearthed the remains 
of a Bronze Age city that may have been home to as many as 30,000 people. Whether the Lost Continent of 
Atlantis is rooted in myth or reality, an undisputed fact remains. The eruption created a caldera - and one of the 
most dramatic land and seascapes in the entire Mediterranean. On Santorini, whitewashed buildings cling to 
vertiginous cliffs that plunge to a turquoise sea. Part of the Cyclades Archipelago, the three-island group of 
Santorini, Thirasia and uninhabited Aspronisi present the traveler with unforgettable vistas. 
 
Oia is the most famous of all villages.  It is 11 km from Fira. 
 
Princess offers 27 excursions. 
 
Points of Interest 

 Oia 
 Fira 
 Prehistoric Museum 
 Palaia & Nea Kameni - Santorini Volcano 
 Winery Tour  
 Black Sand Beach (Kamari)  
 Santorini Crater  
 The Mountain of Prophet Elijah 

 
Santorini’s main beaches have water sports.  Beaches are stony and quite deep and waves can be high.  Kamari 
and Perissa are popular beaches with their beautiful surroundings and black sand.  If you seek calmer beaches, 
it’s better to go to Monolithos, Vlichada or Agios Georgios.  For snorkeling visit Amoudi. 
 
Port 
This is a tender port.  Few facilities until you reach the town  of Fira on the cliff-top.  Passengers booked on the 
ship’s short excursion are typically tendered at the ferry port of Athinios and take coach tours from there.  The 
remaining passengers usually tender to the port of Skala below Fira, the capital of the island.  Frpm there you 
can go up to Fira town for a steep and uneven 600 steps on mules, or walk up, or take the cable car.  Allow 60 
minutes if taking the cable car back to the ship as lines form. 
 



Another fun way is to buy a boat transfer at the tender dock a 20 minute ride to Ammoudi Port in Oia, which 
incudes a bus trip to Oia town, where you can spend a few hours, and then take a 30 minute bus trip to Fira. 
 
Shopping 
In Fira, there are jewel shops along Ypapantis street, or “Gold Street” (nickname), one of the biggest gold 
markets in Greece. 
 
Local Transportation 
Taxis are generally available at the pier, negotiate pricing. 
 
There is also a fast boat from Fira to Oia and back.  There are also buses. 
 
National Language 
Greek 
 
Currency Euro 
Credit cards are widely accepted. 
 
Temperatures 
Averages in October High 73, low 64 
 
Websites 
https://www.visitgreece.gr/islands/cyclades/santorini/  
https://www.ricksteves.com/europe/greece/santorini  
https://www.getyourguide.com/  
https://www.viator.com  
 
Self-Guided Walking Tour 

https://www.gpsmycity.com/gps-tour-guides/santorini-5357.html  

  



KOTOR, MONTENEGRO  
Tuesday, October 17, 2023 arrives 7:00 am, Departs 3:00 pm 
Must be on board by 2:00 pm 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 
 
Kotor lies at the head of Boka Bay. Bordered by towering limestone cliffs, the winding bay is actually Southern 
Europe's longest, deepest, and most dramatic fjord in the Mediterranean Sea. The port itself is a medieval gem: 
its narrow, asymmetrical streets are lined with ancient stone houses, old palaces, and churches dating from the 
12th century. Kotor is also your gateway to the cultural and scenic wonders of Montenegro, from the old royal 
capital at Cetinje to the marshes and wildlife of Lake Skadar National Park. 
 
Kotor is a small town, so pretty much everything is within walking distance.   
 
Princess offers 24 Excursions. 
 
Points of Interest 

 St. Tryphon Cathedral 
 Maritime Museum 
 Budva 
 Njegusi 
 National Museum  
 Cetinje  
 Perast & Our Lady of the Rocks  
 Lastva 

Kotor also has a Hop-On Hop-Off tour from Kotor to Bajova Kula, Perast, and Risan, and includes a Kotor 
walking tour. 



 
If you are up to it, there is a winding path up the mountain behind old town.  It’s an ancient stone pathway 
consisting of over 1,500 steps that take you to an old fortress at the top.  At every twist and turn there is a view 
more spectacular that the one before of the bay and old town below.  Last checked it was 3 Euro to access. 
 
The Church of Our Lady of Remedy, which is only about 500 steps is equally beautiful and less of a hike. 
 
There is also boat tours and kayaks.  Pebble beach is a 10 minute walk from old town. 
 
Shopping 
The streets of old port are lined with pubs, taverns and cafés and shops.  Some shops close between 12:00 pm – 
4:00 pm, however, tourist-oriented shops usually stay open throughout the day. 
 
Cruise Port 
Kotor is a tender port. The Kotor Port is about 300 feet from the town center and one of the three gates to enter 
the UNESCO old town.  There is fast and free WiFi at the dock near the port office. 
 
Transportation 
Taxis are generally available at the pier, negotiate pricing.  Make sure the driver speaks English.  Renting a car 
is not recommended. 
 
National Language  
Montenegrin Serbian, Bosnian, Albanian and Croatian. 
 
Currency Euro (EUR) 
Montenegro however is not part of the Euro Zone, in fact, not even part of the EU. 
 
Temperatures 
Averages in October High 71, low 53 
 
Website 
https://www.visit-montenegro.com/destinations/kotor/ 
https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/read/tms/montenegros-bay-of-kotor 
https://www.montenegropulse.com/kotor-excursions.html  
https://www.viator.com 
https://www.getyourguide.com 
 
Self-Guided Walking Tour: 
https://www.gpsmycity.com/tours/kotor-old-city-walking-tour-3742.html 

 

  



SICILY (MESSINA), ITALY 
Wednesday, October 18, 2023 – Ship arrives 12:00pm, departs 8;00 pm 
Must be on board by 7:00 pm 
 

  
 

  
 
Messina has played a major role in European history since its founding as a Greek colony in the 8th century 
B.C. During the Roman Empire, the city was a major port and commercial center. During the Middle Ages, 
Messina was the major port of departure for Crusaders. History has also left its scars: a massive earthquake 
leveled much of the city in 1908 and the World War II campaign for Sicily devastated Messina. Yet Messina 
emerged from that devastation with some of its historic treasures intact, including the 12th-century Annunziata 
dei Catalani Church. Messina is also your gateway to the rugged beauty of southeast Sicily, from the seaside 
resort of Taormina to Mt. Etna.  Between the fall of Rome and the 1861 unification of Italy, the Arabs, the 
Normans, the Germans, the Spanish and the French ruled Sicily. 
 
Princess offers 18 Excursions. 
 
Points of Interest 

 Mt. Etna 
 Taormina 
 Greek Theater 
 Corso Umberto 
 Messina/Duomo  
 San Michele Winery  
 Tour sites at guest's discretion  
 Gival Jewelry Factory 

Trips outside Messina could begin with nearby Mount Etna, where hiking and climbing are incredibly popular.  
One of the country’s most popular natural attractions, it represents the most active volcano in Europe and the 



oldest one alive on the planet.  Other stops in Catania include the Museo Belliniano and the Palazzo Biscari.  
The nearby town of Taormina (a charming hillside town on the east coast of Sicily), the Greek Amphitheaters is 
one of the most stunning performing arts venues in the world, with views of the Mediterranean and Etna.  The 
train station is a good 10 minute pleasant walk from the dock, in case you want to go to Taormina.  Once you 
arrive in Taormina, take the shuttle bus to town.  You can take the cable car to the beaches below town.   
 
Cruise Port 
We will dock only a half a block from the Messina’s main streets.  From the ship you have an exceptional view 
of the Strait of Messina.   
 
National Language 
Italian 
 
Currency EURO 
Credit cards widely accepted. 
 
Temperatures   
Averages in October High 76, low 63 
 
Website 
https://www.italyguides.it/en/sicily/messina  
https://www.italyguides.it/en/campania/pompeii 
https://www.italyguides.it/en/sicily/taormina  
https://www.italyguides.it/en/sicily 
https://www.ricksteves.com/europe/italy/sicily  
 
Self-Guided Walking Tour: 
https://visitsights.com/sightseeing-tours/Italy/Messina/1   



NAPLES, ITALY (FOR CAPRI & POMPEII) 
Thursday, October 19, 2023 – Ship arrives 7:00 am, departs at 8;00 pm 
Must be on board by 6:00 pm 
 

 
 

 

  
 
Naples, Napoli in Italian, is in the region of Campania in Southern Italy, and is the third most-populated city in 
Italy and the biggest city in Southern Italy. Its name comes from the Greek Neapolis meaning new city. Its close 
proximity to many interesting sites, such as Pompeii and the Bay of Naples, makes it a good base for exploring 
the area. Naples is a lively and vibrant city, full of wonderful historical and artistic treasures and narrow, 
winding streets with small shops.   
 
Naples is not only picturesque, it's also one of the world's greatest cultural centers, filled with extraordinary 
works of art and architecture in the classical Greek and Roman styles.  
 
Princess offers 39 Excursions. 
 
Points of Interest 

 Pompeii 
 Sorrento 
 Capri 
 Amalfi Coast 
 Positano 
 Herculaneum 
 Mt. Vesuvius 
 Posillipo Hill 

Naples has good public transportation and lots of traffic problems so it's best to avoid having a car in Naples. 
Naples has a large but crowded bus network, trams, a subway, funiculars, and a suburban train line. 
 



Pompeii is one of the most famous excavation sites in the world. A thriving city 1,900 years ago, it was 
devastated by the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 A.D. when 30 feet of volcanic ash and pumice stone 
covered it. Enter Pompeii by the sea gate and take a short walk to the hub of the city: the Forum. View the 
lavish temples and porticoes that lay beneath the ash for centuries.   
 
You can take the train to Ercolano, Pompeii and Sorrento, or the SITA bus in front of the terminal to get to 
Pompei which is a 45 minute trip. 
 
There is also a 40 minute boat trip to Sorrento by fast ferries from Beverello (the ferry terminal is only 100 
meters from the cruise ship dock).   
 
You can take a boat trip to the entrancing Isle of Capri, and explore Capri Town. Wander its quaint streets and 
explore its shops and cafés. Discover the Gardens of Augustus, overlooking the famous Faraglioni of Capri and 
Marina Piccola.  
 
Naples has a Hop-On-Hop Off tour with pickup point only a 5 minute walk from the cruise terminal 
 
Naples is also your gateway to the Isle of Capri, the fabled Amalfi Coast and the ruins of Pompeii, buried in ash 
by the cataclysmic eruption of Mt. Vesuvius in 79 A.D.  You can take a ride up the Amalfi Coast. With its 
ocean views and beautiful vistas, it's one of the most breathtaking stretches of road in the world.  The Amalfi 
Coast is a 34 mile stretch of coastline along the southern edge of Italy’s Sorrentine Peninsula, with sheer cliffs 
and rugged shoreline dotted with small beaches and pastel-colored fishing villages.  
https://travel.usnews.com/Amalfi_Coast_Italy/  
 
Cruise Port 
The ship docks in the center of Naples, about 10 minutes on foot.  Walk around and spend an afternoon getting 
to know the picturesque city of Naples.  
 
Language 
The official language of Naples is Italian, however some English is spoken in most areas.  
 
Currency Euro 
Credit cards are widely accepted.  
 
National Language 
Italian  
 
Currency EURO 
Credit cards widely accepted. 
 
Temperatures 
Averages in October High 74 degrees, Low 55 degrees  
 
Website 
https://www.ricksteves.com/watch-read-listen/read/articles/naples-sorrento-and-the-amalfi-coast  
https://www.visitnaples.eu/en 
https://naplespompeii.com/ 
https://www.sorrentoinsider.com/en/e/sorrento-tour-things-to-do-in-one-day 
https://www.ricksteves.com/europe/italy/naples 
 
Self-Guided Walking Tour 
https://www.gpsmycity.com/gps-tour-guides/naples-5004.html  



  



BARCELONA, SPAIN 
Saturday, October 21, 2023 arrives 5:00 am 
 

  
 

  
 
The 1992 Summer Olympics revealed to the world what Europeans and seasoned travelers already knew - 
Barcelona is one of the world's greatest treasures. Vibrant and earthy, commercial and cultural, this city of two 
million residents is the capital of Spain's autonomous region of Catalonia. Stroll along the wide, tree-lined 
promenades of Las Ramblas, and marvel Antoni Gaudi's Basilica La Sagrada Familia, with eight soaring spires 
and a spectacular main façade, this cathedral is a true architectural masterpiece. Or visit the former Olympic 
Ring on the hill of Montjuic - also home to world-class parks, fountains and museums. Barcelona, which 
nurtured such artistic giants as Picasso, Dali, Miro and Casals, is definitely a traveler's paradise. 
 
Barcelona is located in the northeastern part of the country, 90 miles south of the French border. People from all 
around the world enjoy visiting this city for its individuality, cultural interest and physical beauty.  
 
One thing that stands out about Barcelona is its abundant art, unique architectural flavor, rich history, stylish 
and beautiful residents and the enormity of its opulent culture. Walking the shopping streets (especially Passeig 
de Gracia) is an adventure in high fashion, spectacular architecture, ornate artwork and a flavor all its own. 
 
While you're in Barcelona, don't miss the Picasso Gallery. Several adjoining 15th-century palaces house a huge 
collection (over 2,000 pieces) of Picasso's work.   
  
Explore the many churches and cathedrals of Barcelona and discover the city's modernist architecture along 
Paseo de Gracia.  
 
Barcelona has a Hop-On Hop Off tour. 
 
Princess offers 6 Excursions. 
 



Points of Interest 
 Barri Gothic 
 La Sagrada Familia 
 Montjuic / Olympic Stadium 
 Las Ramblas 
 Montserrat Benedictine Monastery Complex 
 Park Guell 
 La Pedrera 
 Sitges 

Transportation 
Taxis are widely available and reasonably priced, and most are metered with standard fare, however be sure to 
negotiate your fare before making the commitment to secure the taxi's service if they are not metered.  There is 
also the metro, trams, and buses.  https://www.barcelonaturisme.com/wv3/en/page/5/getting-around-the-
city.html  
 
Language 
The official language of Barcelona is Spanish, but some English is spoken (or at least understood) in the tourist 
areas. 
 
Currency Euro 
Credit cards are widely accepted. 
 
Temperatures   
Averages in October High 72 degrees, low 58 degrees 
 
Websites 
https://www.barcelonaturisme.com/wv3/en/  
https://www.barcelona-tourist-guide.com/    
https://www.ricksteves.com/europe/spain/barcelona 
 
Self-Guided Walking Tour 
https://www.gpsmycity.com/gps-tour-guides/barcelona-524.html  
https://practicalwanderlust.com/self-guided-walking-tour-of-barcelona/  


